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Mean
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Total Phosphorus (µg/L) E. coli Yearly 
Geometric 

Mean 
(cfu/100 ml) 

Total Coliform 
Yearly Geometric 
Mean (cfu/100 ml) Spring Turnover Yearly Mean 

MOO-1  8.4 6.9 
MOO-4  8.8 6.7 3.0 23.3 
MOO-6  7.0 7.0 8.0 25.7 
MOO-9  5.2 5.7 7.5 42.6 

MOO-11 3.53 7.2 6.8
MOO-12  10.0 11.3 46.7 
MOO-13  11.2 9.6 63.6 
MOO-14  6.0 11.8 40.7 
MOO-15  6.4 3.6 41.7 

The Moon River is the main outlet of the Muskoka 
Watershed, flowing from Lake Muskoka to Georgian 
Bay. The river receives overland drainage from the Town 
of Bala and its urban area, including many roads and the 
developed shoreline. Approximately 12 creeks outlet into 
this sampling area, several of which drain wetlands. All 
stations shown may not be sampled each year. 
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Yearly mean phosphorus concentrations at MOO-11 in 2016 and 2017 were the highest recorded to date (both 6.8 µg/L). 
The new station (MOO-15) established last year has similar yearly mean phosphorus results in 2017. Although spring 
turnover phosphorus results at all stations in 2016 were below those in 2015, results in 2017 are generally elevated above 
the 2015 and 2016 results. That said, the yearly mean phosphorus results at all stations were generally consistent with 
years previous. E. coli levels were all below the MLA stoplight limits (details in report Section 3) in 2017. Secchi 
measurements also remain stable through sampling years, varying between3.0 and 4.0. Beacon recommends that all 
sampling be continued to monitor long-term trends.


